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Wausau:

Resolution in Support of Environmental Justice — COW Updates 9/8/2021

Drafted by Wausau City Council

WHEREAS, Wausau has affirmed our commitment to being a community for everyone in aspiration and
in reality, including building an inclusive, and welcoming place to live, learn, work, and enjoy life; and

WHEREAS, we continue to rise to meet the challenges that misunderstandings about our diverse
experiences may present. We seek to listen to understand each other. We aspire to learn from each
other about our diverse experiences and barriers so we can empathetically and soundly inform our
community’s policies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Wausau is committed to engaging the community on policies that affect residents,
citizens, workers, employers, and visitors; and

WHEREAS, the principles of environmental justice can help build public policy based on respect and
equity for all people, free from discrimination or bias; and

WHEREAS, Environmental Justice is defined by the United States Environmental Protection Agency as
the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or
income, with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies; and




Wausau: Resiliency Planning
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Wisconsin Makes New Commitment to En...

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers (center) meets with elected officials
and advocates in Wausau, Wisconsin, about his plan to create a chief
resilience officer position to lead state resilience planning. Pew's
Zachary Bartscherer is among the attendees (second from right).

The Pew Charitable Trusts

The day before the announcement, Gov. Evers met with Pew and a
group of local elected leaders and advocates in Wausau, Wisconsin,
to discuss the need for a state resilience plan. Some of the
attendees had been vocal in the media, asking the governor to

commit to resilience planning, which followed Pew's 2020

testimony before the Governor's Task Force on Climate Change

April 21, 2022

Supporters of the statewide effort, many of whom
were present at the meeting, included Wausau Mayor
Katie Rosenbergq, first responders, school board
members, leaders of Tribal communities, members of
the Hmong community, rural and urban voices, and
representatives from across the political spectrum.

The flood concerns that attendees shared were as
diverse as the people at the table. Flooding affects all
sectors of Wisconsin society and industry, from
agriculture and transportation to schools, housing, and
banking. And it requires resources and responses
from myriad state agencies and programs, including
the departments of natural resources, housing and
urban development, and tourism.



Environmental Justice

April 22, 2022: Executive Order #161

"And far too often, communities of color and low-
Income communities are forced to live, work, and
play near sources of pollution, leading to poor
health outcomes. We cannot ignore the role that
environmental justice plays in building a state
where every family in every zip code can be
successful.”
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What's Next: 2025 Budget, Federal Changes, OEJ

GOVERNOR EVERS HOSTS
BUDGET LISTENING SESSIONS

Governor Evers 2024 Virtual Budget Listening Session

m1 MINNESOTA POLLUTION
CONTROL AGENCY

Date & Time Dec 16, 2024 04:00 PM in
Central Time (US and Canada)

GOVERNOR EVERS HOSTS
BUDGET LISTENING S5ESSI0ONS

Description Join Governor Evers for a virtual Budget Listening @}
Session. This listening session will provide the governor
and his Administration with an opportunity to hear directly
from Wisconsinites to inform them on the priorities you MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF
would like to see in the 2025-2027 biennial budget. ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY




Reach Out

KATIE ROSENBERG (She/Her)
Director | Office of Environmental Justice
katie.rosenberg@wisconsin.gov

(608) 516-7804
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